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Dear	Friends,

It	has	been	a	fruitful	year	at	Zoomlion	Foundation	
(ZLF).	We	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	
share	with	you	some	of	what	we	have	achieved	in	

2017.
Zoomlion	Foundation	has	continued	to	educate	
and	sensitise	school	children	on	the	importance	of	
personal	hygiene	and	environmental	cleanliness	
and	the	need	to	actively	engage	in	such	practices.	
Members	of	the	Zoomkids	Club,	the	flagship	
programme	of	the	Foundation	continue	to	be	the	
vehicle	through	which	we	empower	young	girls	and	
boys	to	act	as	agents	of	change	in	their	schools,	
homes	and	communities	on	personal	hygiene	and	
environmental	cleanliness.	

In	the	period	under	review,	34	clean	up	exercises	
were	undertaken.	There	were	also	source	separation	
exercises	in	68	schools	in	seven	(7)	regions	of	
the	country	while	two	(2)	schools	in	the	Western	
Region	engaged	in	school	compound	beautification.	
There	were	44	health	talks	in	4	regions,	five	(5)		
sensitisation	activities	in	three	regions,	17	hand	
washing	demonstrations	in	2	regions,	6	radio	talk	
shows	and	one	television	interview	undertaken	in	
Greater	Accra	and	Western	regions	respectively.	

The	Foundation	also	continued	to	provide	educational	
and	health	care	support	to	individuals	and	institutions.	
It	also	donated	different	amounts	of	monies	to	
support	some	worthy	causes	in	society.

It	is	my	hope	that	our	efforts	as	a	Foundation	will	
serve	to	strengthen	the	realisation	of	our	corporate	
social	responsibility	which	is	embedded	in	our	core	
values	which	include	environmental	integrity,	gender	
responsiveness	and	inter	generational	equity.

I	wish	you	all	a	happy	reading.

Thank	you.

DR. ROSE MENSAH-KUTIN

MESSAGE FROM BOARD CHAIR   
OF ZOOMLION FOUNDATION

Dr. Rose 
Mensah-Kutin
Board	Chair		
of	Zoomlion	
Foundation
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Zoomlion Foundation donates to  
"Save a Child, Save a Mother" project

Zoomlion	Foundation	has	
presented	a	cheque	of	
GH¢50,000	to	the	First	

Lady,	Mrs.	Rebecca	Akufo-
Addo,	in	support	of	the	‘Save	
a	Child,	Save	a	Mother	project.	
The	First	Lady	Rebecca	Akufo-
Addo	in	partnership	with	The	
Multimedia	Group	Limited	has	
been	raising	funds	towards	
the	construction	of	a	new	
Maternity	as	well	as	Mother	
and	Baby	Unit	(MBU)	for	
the	Komfo	Anokye	Teaching	
Hospital	(KATH),	to	ease	the	
congestion	there. 
This	followed	a	Joy	News	
documentary	titled	“Next	to	
die”	which	highlighted	how	
about	four	babies	die	on	the	
average	each	day	at	the	facility,	
and	how	an	average	of	100	
women	die	each	year,	while	in	
labour	there.
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The	construction	of	the	
maternity	block	started	more	
than	three	decades	ago,	but	
came	to	a	standstill	because	of	
the	lack	of	funds.
Head	of	Communications	of	
the	Jospong	Group,	Sophia	
Lissah	led	a	delegation	
to	present	the	cheque	of	
GH¢50,000	to	the	First	Lady. 
Sophia	Lissah	described	the	
gesture	from	the	Jospong	
Group	as	“a	token”	and	said	
“the	Zoomlion	Foundation	was	
established	to	help	address	
issues	that	affect	the	lives	
of	the	ordinary	Ghanaian.	
We	believe	that	anything	
towards	the	welfare	of	mothers	
deserves	support,”	she	said.
She	told	the	First	Lady	
they	were	touched	by	the	

documentary	which	was	
undertaken	by	Joy	News’	Seth	
Kwame	Boateng.
Mrs.	Akufo-Addo	on	her	part,	
expressed	her	appreciation	
to	the	Jospong	Group	for	this	
support.	She	also	thanked	all	
those	who	have	donated	and	
continue	to	donate	towards	
the	Save	a	Child	Save	a	Mother	
project.
She	said:	"I	have	had	many	
contribute	to	the	project	which	
is	a	very	important	one”. “It	
has	gone	well	so	far	and	we	
need	to	raise	GH¢10	million	
cedis	and	so	your	contribution	
will	help”.	So	far,	work	on	the	
project	is	taking	shape	and	we	
believe	in	the	next	couple	of	
months,	it	should	be	ready,	she	
added”.

First	Lady	of	the	Republic	of	Ghana,	Mrs.	Rebecca	Akufo-Addo		 	
(in	the	middle)	receiving	a	cheque	of	GH¢50,000	from	Mrs.	Sophia	Lissah	
(Head	of	Communications,	Jospong	Group	of	Companies)
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Interview 
with 
Executive 
Chairman,  

1. Question: How many 
companies operate under 
the Jospong Group and 
can you briefly define the 
sectors within which they 
operate?
Dr. Agyepong: The 
Jospong Group of 
Companies is one of the 
most diversified holding 
companies in Ghana 
with operations in other 
African countries and 
Asia. Established in 1995, 
as a printing press, the 
company has since its 
inception experienced 
phenomenal growth 
and now has operations 
covering diverse sectors 
with over 40 companies 
focusing on delivery 
of quality services and 
products using simple 
technology at competitive 
prices. Jospong Group's 
core business is to identify 
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gaps, churn out innovative 
businesses and build 
capacities to provide 
value and nurture them to 
become market leaders; 
fit to play on both the 
local and international 
markets.
2. Question: Why is 
Jospong Group of 
companies concerned 
about corporate social 
responsibility intiatives?
Dr. Agyepong: Giving 
back to society, in 
other words corporate 
social responsibility 
(CSR) is a cherished 
value and commitment 
of Jospong Group of 
Companies. The Group 
gives back to society 
through environmental 
education, health and 
educational support 
and also gives general 
donations to vulnerable 
groups in society. The 
Group is committed to 
CSR because we believe 
in engaging with our 
customers in innovative 
ways that are mutually 
beneficial. 
Bringing a smile to the 
less privileged does not 
only give us a sense of 
inner satisfaction but also 
pride and contentment. 
In addition, investing 
in corporate social 
responsibility initiatives 
is an opportunity to work 
towards the betterment of 
the society and make it a 
better place to live.

3. Question: Do you want 
to share with us some of 
the projects sponsored 
under the Foundation?
Dr. Agyepong: Since our 
inception we have given 
sponsorship of over 15 
million Ghana cedis. Our 
funding portfolio ranges 
from smaller donation to 
bigger investments such 
as supporting brilliant 
but needy students to 
go through school to 
building a graduate hostel 
for Kwame Nkrumah 
University of Science and 
Technology. We have 
made modest donations 
to individuals to support 
the expensive treatment 
of diseases such as hole-
in-heart, dialysis treatment 
of kidney patients and 
donated to institutions 
such as Akropong School 
for the Blind, Widows 
and Orphans Ministry and 
many more. The Company 
has also formed a number 
of sanitation and health 
clubs dubbed Zoomkids 
Club in basic schools 
across the country to train 
children as peer educators 
on environmental 
sanitation. 
4. Question: You are very 
passionate about setting 
up Zoomkids Clubs to 
champion the cause 
of sanitation. In your 
opinion how effective 
do you think Zoomkids 
Club is a good vehicle for 
creating awareness about 
sanitation?

Jospong 
Group of 
Companies  
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Dr. Agyepong: Yes, the Zoomkids Club is 
a good vehicle for inculcating a culture 
of sound environmental sanitation 
practices into school kids. It is the belief 
of the company that if children are 
conscientised early in life on the need 
to imbibe good sanitary habits, they in 
turn will educate their colleagues and 
families, thereby effecting behavioural 
change in the society.
5. Question: How do you envisage the 
Zoomlion Foundation to be in the next 
 ten years? 
Dr. Agyepong: Zoomlion Foundation is 
poised to become one of the leading 
social investment organisations that 
will be a vehicle for delivery of social 
corporate initiatives for the societies 
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Dr. Joseph Siaw 
Agyepong
Executive	
Chairman,	
Jospong	Group	
of	Companies

and communities we operate in. 
We hope to build the capacity 
of children and youth to lead the 
campaign for clean environment. 
We hope to contribute a great 
deal to the welfare of community 
members and institutions to 
impact meaningfully on the 
economy.
6. Question: What will you urge 
the board and management of 
Zoomlion Foundation to  
continue to do to improve   
the cause of the Foundation?
Dr. Agyepong: I will urge the 
board and management of 
the Foundation to keep up the 
good work and sponsor causes 
that would impact positively on 
individuals, communities and the 
country at large.
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Recycling is gradually 
gaining prominence 
in Ghana. Many 

people are beginning to 
recognize the importance 
of waste and the ability 
to transform it into useful 
materials. Before waste 
can be recycled, it must 
be separated at source 
from raw waste or at a 
central processing plant 
like it is done at Accra 
Compost and Recycling 
Plant (ACARP), sister 
company of Zoomlion. The 
best practice, however, 
is to separate waste 
into different categories 
including newspapers, 

Source Separation Yields Income for Zoomkids 
magazines, other non-
paper recyclables such 
as glass, tins, containers, 
plastics etc. to prevent 
contamination. 

Collection and sale of 
plastic sachet is mostly 
common in Ghana. Plastic 
sachets recycled in 
Ghana are usually used to 
produce plastic polythene 
carrier bags. 

Zoomkids Club members 
have been encouraged 
to engage in source 
separation of plastic 
sachet from other 
waste. The purpose is 
to encourage reduction 

of littering in schools 
and communities and to 
promote environmental 
consciousness.  During 
the first academic 
term, 68 schools where 
Zoomkids Club members 
operate engaged in 
source separation of 
waste in Greater Accra, 
Volta, Western, Northern, 
Upper East and Upper 
West Regions. 

Zoomkids Club members 
from 20 schools in the 
Upper West Region 
alone gathered a total 
of 1,139 kilogrammes of 
plastic sachet bags and 
generated an amount of 
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Mr.	Peter	Claver	Dery,	Head	of	Environmental	Sanitation,	Upper	West	Region	in	a	
pose	with	some	Zoomkids	Club	Members	engaged	in	plastic	sachet	bag	collection.
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four hundred and forty 
four cedis eighty pesewas 
(GH¢444.80) from selling 
to a recycling company. 
Additionally, Zoomkids 
from 10 schools in Greater 
Accra collected 41 bags of 
plastic sachet whereas 20 
Zoomkids schools in the 
Northern Region collected 
120 bags. In Western 
Region 8 schools gathered 
12 bags whilst 6 schools 
in Upper East Region 
collected 40 bags. Four 
schools in Volta Region 
also collected 56 bags. 

The table on the side lists 
the names of schools 
engaged in the collection 
of plastic sachet in the 
Upper West, the total 
bags of plastic sachet 
collected and amount 
generated.

The Zoomkids Club 
members would use the 
amount generated for 
sanitation improvement 
in their schools. Members 
of the Club were very 
excited about their ability 
to create environmental 
consciousness among 
their peers by embarking 
on source separation of 
waste in their school. 
One active Club member 
in Fong E/A Primary 
school expressed her 
delight and said that 
“collecting plastic sachet 
is fun for me; it has made 
our school very clean”. 

Another elated club 
member was of the view 
that “it will be good if 
Zoomlion Foundation can 
train us to turn the plastic 
sachet bag collected into 
useful items”. Mr. Peter 
Claver Dery who is the 
Head of Environmental 
Sanitation in Upper West 
region mentioned that 
Zoomlion Foundation 

is assisting the Club to 
construct a Buy Back 
Centre where they 
would gather, collect and 
store the plastic sachet 
bags and sell directly 
to recycling companies 
instead of going through a 
middle man. He reiterated 
Zoomlion’s commitment 
towards a healthy, clean 
and green environment.
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List of Zoomkids Clubs and the amount of money generated 	
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Zoomlion Foundation Donates to 
Korle Bu and Others 

The	Renal	Dialysis	Unit	of	
the	Korle	Bu	Teaching	
Hospital,	the	Akropong	

School	for	the	Blind	and	
the	Drug	and	Alcohol-Free	
Rehabilitation	Centre	have	
received	donations	from	
Zoomlion	Foundation.

The	items	donated	to	the	
three	institutions	included	
cash	and	provisions	worth	
GH¢30,000.00.

The	Programme	Officer	
of	Zoomlion	Foundation,	
Thomas	Narh	Korley,	who	
donated	the	items	on	behalf	

of	the	Executive	Chairman	of	
Zoomlion	and	Jospong	Group	
of	Companies,	Dr.	Joseph	Siaw	
Agyepong,	said	the	donation	

to	the	institutions	forms	part	
of	activities	marking	the	10th	
anniversary	of	the	business	
conglomerate.

Zoomlion	Foundation	staff	interacting	with	a	patient	at	Korle	Bu

Mrs.	Margaret	Acheampong	(Deputy	Director	of	Nursing	Service	at	the	Renal	Dialysis	
Unit	at	Korle	Bu)	receiving	a	cheque	donation	on	behalf	of	patients
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The	Foundation,	spearheads	
the	corporate	social	
responsibility	activities	of	
Zoomlion	Ghana	and	the	
Jospong	Group	of	Companies.

	At	Korle	Bu’s	Renal	Dialysis	
Centre,	Zoomlion	donated	
GH¢20,000	to	be	used	
by	the	Centre	to	fund	the	
treatment	of	four	dialysis	
patients,	Mercy	Quartey,	Kwaku	
Kwarteng,	Latifa	Yakubu	and	
Jessica	Danso.	Each	received		
GH¢5,000	to	facilitate	the	
payment	of	accumulated	
treatment	bills.

Mrs.	Margaret	Acheampong,	
the	Deputy	Director	of	Nursing	
Service	at	the	Renal	Dialysis	
Unit	at	Korle	Bu	said	the	
donation	was	timely	as	the	
high	cost	of	treating	kidney	
complications	has	often	caused	
huge	debts	to	the	patients	and	
their	families.

She	revealed	that	the	rise	
in	the	number	of	patients	
seeking	treatment	for	kidney-
related	problems	was	reaching	
a	critical	stage.	She	said	on	
average	the	unit	receives	70	
new	cases	and	about	200	

patients	are	currently	on	
admission	at	the	facility.

Also,	at	the	Akropong	School	
for	the	Blind	in	the	Eastern	
Region,	provisions	worth	GH¢	
2,000	and	an	additional	cash	
donation	of	GH¢	2,000.00	
was	donated	on	Wednesday,	
January	18,	2017.

The	provisions	included	two	
bags	of	rice	(25kg	each),	two	
cartons	of	Milo,	two	cartons	of	
milk,	two	gallons	of	cooking	
oil,	one	carton	of	canned	fish,	
490	pieces	of	toilet	roll,	three	
bags	of	washing	powder	and	
two	boxes	of	soap.

The	Headmistress	of	the	
school,	Mrs.	Mahella	Narh,	
thanked	Zoomlion	for	the	
gesture	and	appealed	to	the	
public	to	volunteer	services	at	
the	institution.

“Security	is	a	major	problem	
here	in	this	school,”	she	
lamented,	urging	corporate	
bodies	and	individuals	to	
extend	their	assistance	
towards	the	provision	of	other	
essential	services	the	school	
needs.

The	Drug	and	Alcohol-Free	
Rehabilitation	Center	received	
a	cash	donation	of	GH¢4,000	
and	provisions	worth	
GH¢2,000.

The	donations	to	the	Drug	
and	Alcohol	Rehabilitation	
Centre	were	given	to	support	
the	upkeep	of	patients	who	
are	currently	undergoing	
rehabilitation	from	drug	
addiction.

The	facility	currently	houses	25	
patients	whose	clothing	and	
feeding	are	provided	through	
donations	from	the	public.

The	patients	at	the	rehab	
centre	were	happy	and	
thanked	the	Zoomlion	
Foundation	for	the	support.

Zoomlion	Foundation	selects	
recipients	of	donations	
through	a	careful	review	of	
requests	made	to	them	by	
institutions.	The	Foundation	
has	indicated	that	there	will	
be	more	corporate	social	
responsibility	activities	
undertaken	in	the	course	of	
the	year	as	part	of	the	10th	
anniversary.

Zoomlion	Foundation	Staff,	making	a	donation	to	Akropong	
School	for	the	Blind
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WINNER OF "ZOOMQUIZ" COMPETITION 
SHARES EXPERIENCES
Interviewer:  Tell us a bit 
about yourself.
Mercy: My name is Mercy 
Arthur. I attend Nav-West 
Basic School (Old Seko, 
Western region). My 
favourite food is boiled 
yam and egg stew. I have 
two siblings, namely Paul 
and Richelle Arthur. My 
parents are Paul Arthur 
and Elizabeth Arthur.
Interviewer:  How long 
have you been a Zoomkids 
Club member?
Mercy: I have been a 
Zoomkids Club member 
for six years now.
Interviewer:  Who is your 
Club Patron?
Mercy: My Club Patron is 
Mr. Geoffrey Obimpeh.

Interviewer: When and 
why did you join the 
Zoomkids Club? 
Mercy: I joined the 
Zoomkids Club because I 
was interested in finding 
out how managing waste 
efficiently could bring 
about good health and a 
beautiful environment.

Interviewer: Do you 
enjoy being a member of 
Zoomkids Club?
Mercy: Yes, I really like the 
Club because I have been 
able to put all that I have 
learned into practice in 
my home, school and in 
my daily activities. It has 
really improved my way of 
living.

Interviewer:  You are the 
winner of the National 
Environmental Quiz of 
Zoomkids Club. How did 
you feel when you won the 
competition?
Mercy: When I won the 
quiz, I felt very excited as 
the first prize was a trip to 
Dubai.

Interviewer:  What did you 
learn while in Dubai?
Mercy: My visit to Dubai 
has taught me that for a 
society to experience good 
environmental conditions, 
its members must be made 
aware of good sanitation 
practices and how best 
to manage waste. Again, 
adequate, modern facilities 
for waste disposal must be 
provided.
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 Mercy Arthur winner of Zoomkids Quiz competition being
 interviewed by Mrs. Ruth Keelson, host of Kiddies World Show on Pent TV
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WINNER OF "ZOOMQUIZ" COMPETITION 
SHARES EXPERIENCES

Interviewer: What do you 
think about the sanitation 
situation in Ghana?
Mercy: Sanitation in Ghana, 
in my view is very poor. It 
is common to see rubbish 
in the market places, 
on sidewalks and in the 
drains in most parts of 
the country. This is very 
unfortunate and all must 
join hands to solve the 
issue.
Interviewer: With the 
new knowledge acquired, 
what do you intend to do 
about the situation in the 
country?
Mercy: I see Ghana's 
sanitation situation 
improving in the years to 
come as awareness about 
waste management is 
being created throughout 
the country. The formation 
of waste management 
Clubs such as Zoomkids 
and Zoom Ambassadors in 
schools across the country 
is one of the ways to help 
create environmental 
awareness. I intend to 
apply the knowledge I 
have gained in Dubai by 
creating environmental 

awareness in the society 
with the help of the 
Zoomkids Club members in 
my vicinity. I would also like 
to introduce the practice 
of waste segregation in my 
school with the help of our 
Club Patron and the school 
authorities. I also plan to 
educate my friends on 
sanitation at church and at 
home. 
Interviewer: Do you think 
awareness creation is the 
way forward for tackling 
insanitary conditions?
Mercy: Yes, there should be 
more awareness creation 
on sanitation in Ghana and 
the first step is by creating 
clubs like Zoomkids Club in 
schools in Ghana. Children 
are the advocates of 
change in every country 
and they could serve as 
peer educators to bring 
about the needed change. If 
empowered by the society, 
children could really bring 
about positive change. 
Interviewer: How will 
you deal with a situation 
where you happen to see 
someone dump rubbish in a 
drain?

Mercy: I would walk up to 
him or her and politely tell 
that person to desist from 
such acts because it has 
the potential of choking 
the drains thereby creating 
a breeding ground for 
mosquitoes and rodents 
which could lead to the 
outbreak of diseases. I 
would also explain to the 
person that such acts could 
also lead to flooding after 
heavy rainfall. I would then 
advise him or her not to 
repeat the action again.
Interviewer: Would you 
encourage other kids to 
join the Zoomkids Club?
Mercy: Yes, they should 
join without any hesitation 
as this is a life changing 
move that would not only 
improve one’s way of life 
but also impact the entire 
community.
Interviewer: What do you 
want to be in future?
Mercy: I want to be a 
gynaecologist in future.
Interviewer:  What advice 
do you have for readers 
with regard to the 
environment?
The environment consists of 
the things that surround us 
and if we treat it badly, the 
effects will eventually come 
right back at us. Let us start 
treating the environment 
with the respect it deserves, 
keeping in mind that 
a healthy environment 
leads to the development 
and well being of the 
community.

Mercy Abena Arthur winner 
of Zoomkids quiz competition 
displaying her prize
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The	Project	targets	individual	
employees	of	Jospong,	Board	
members,	business	partners	and	
friends	of	the	company.	Zoomlion	
Foundation	is	funded	by	the	
various	subsidiaries	of	Jospong	
Group	of	Companies	who	donate	
a	portion	of	their	profit	to	the	
Foundation	each	year.	

Regarding	the	GH¢1	Ghana	
Cedi	Plus	Project,	individual	
employees	are	encouraged	
to	pledge	an	amount	of	GH¢1	
Ghana	Cedi	or	more	to	support	
the	work	of	the	Foundation.	This	
is	intended	to	inspire	kindness	
and	help	employees	feel	part	
of	contributing	to	the	common	
good	of	society.	Since	the	launch	
of	the	Project,	some	individual	
employees	have	pledged	amounts	
ranging	from	GH¢20	Ghana	
cedis	to	GH¢200	Ghana	cedis	
every	month	to	support	the	
work	of	the	Foundation.	These	
contributions	are	purely	voluntary	
and	employees	may	make	monthly	
contributions	of	any	amount	
starting	from	as	little	as	one	Ghana	
cedi.

Zoomlion	Foundation	
has	launched	a	project	
dubbed	GH¢1	Ghana	Cedi	

Plus	Project	aimed	at	providing	
employees	of	Jospong	Group	
of	Companies	an	opportunity	
to	give	to	the	vulnerable	and	
underprivileged	in	society.	Core	
values	of	Jospong	Group	of	
Companies	include		Godliness	
and	Fellowship	thus,	the	company	
abides	by	them	by	giving	to	
those	in	need.	To	quote	the	Holy	
Scriptures,	in	Leviticus	19:9-10	it	is	
written	that:	“When you reap the 
harvest of your land, you shall not 
reap all the way to the edges of 
your field, or gather the gleanings 
of your harvest. You shall not pick 
your vineyard bare, or gather the 
fallen fruit of your vineyard; you 
shall leave them for the poor and 
the stranger” (Lev 19: 9-10). 

The	launch	of	the	GH¢1	Ghana	
Cedi	plus	Project	is	to	encourage	
employees	of	Jospong	Group	
of	Companies	(JSC)	to	continue	
the	habit	of	giving	to	society	as	
individuals	and	also	as	a	Group.	

Zoomlion Foundation Launches 
Gh¢1 Ghana Cedi Plus Project

The	Foundation’s	efforts	to	
promote	corporate	social	
responsibility	has	focused	largely	
on	sanitation	inclined	projects	
and	activities	and	has	empowered	
its	sanitation	focused	clubs	
dubbed	Zoomkids	Club	to	lead	
the	process	of	attitudinal	change.	
The	Foundation	has	provided	
other	forms	of	support	directly	to	
entities	and	individuals	in	the	area	
of	health	care	and	education.	

Since	its	inception	Jospong	Group	
of	Companies	has	provided	
sponsorship	of	over	15	million	
Ghana	cedis	for	infrastructural	
development,	provision	of	direct	
support	to	individuals,	companies	
and	under	deprived	institutions.		
Hopefully	the	launch	of	its	GH¢1	
Ghana	Cedi	Plus	Project	will	inspire	
employees	to	give	more	and	the	
Foundation	would	continue	to	
greatly	impact	the	society.

To	make	contributions	to	Zoomlion	
Foundation,	pick	up	a	pledge	form	
at	the	Foundation’s	office	located	
at	Zoomlion	Ghana	Limited,	Head	
Office	or	Call	050	157	9277.
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Mrs.	Sarah	Kyei	(National	Coordinator	of	Zoomlion	Foundation)	Launching	the	Gh¢1	Ghana	
Cedi	plus	project	during	a	staff	durbar	at	the	Training	Room	of	Zoomlion	Head	Office.
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Zoomlion Foundation Donates Laptops 					
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Mr.	Samuel	Affum	Sackey,	Mr.	Alfred	
Quarshie	receiving	laptops	from		Mrs.	
Sarah	Kyei	(National	Coordinator	of	
Zoomlion	Foundation

Zoomlion	Foundation	has	donated	three	
laptops	to	three	students	namely	Mr.	
Samuel	Affum	Sackey,	Mr.	Alfred	Quarshie	

and	Mr.	Sheridan	Davies	of	Kwame	Nkrumah	
Science	and	Technology.	Mr.	Affum	and	Mr.	
Quarshie	were	sponsored	by	the	Foundation	to	
undertake	a	software	development	course	at	NIIT	
and	were	given	two	laptops	to	aid	their	studies.
Expressing	their	gratitude	Mr.	Affum	said	he	was	
grateful	to	the	Foundation	and	Dr.	Agyepong	
who	he	described	as	a	“father”.	He	said	that	the	
laptop	will	go	a	long	way	to	assist	them	with	
their	studies.

Mr.	Sheridan	Davies	(pictured	on	the	left)	who	is	
a	doctoral	student	at	Kwame	Nkrumah	University	
of	Science	and	Technology	was	grateful	for	the	
laptop	and	said	it	will	enable	him	to	complete	his	
thesis.

	Mr.	Sheridan	Davies	(right)	receiving	a	laptop
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Fafali Gbeze 
Shares Internship 
Experience 
Interviewer: Good 
afternoon Madam, kindly 
introduce yourself.
Fafali: Good afternoon. I 
am Gbeze Fafali a third 
year student of University 
of Ghana, offering 
Psychology.

Interviewer: What 
influenced your decision 
to intern with the 
Zoomlion Foundation?
Fafali: Internship in the 
career development of 
a young undergraduate 
cannot be over looked 
as it plays a significant 
role in preparation for 
the job market. Knowing 
the Foundation to be 
the Corporate Social 
Responsibility wing for 
the Jospong Group, I 
felt it would be a good 
grooming ground and 
stable environment for 
me to acquire some 
form of experience in the 
corporate world.

Interviewer: When did you 
start your internship and 
how long did it last?
Fafali: My internship 
started from the 20th of 
June, 2017 and ended in 
August 2017. It lasted for 3 
months.

Ms. Fafali Gbeze, 3rd year Psychology 
Student of University of Ghana, Legon

Interviewer: Share your 
experience on the first day 
with us.
Fafali: On my first day at 
work, I was introduced 
to staff of Zoomlion 
Foundation and ushered 
into my new office. The 
office was so nice and 
the warm reception and 
guidance of the National 
Coordinator; Mrs. Sarah 
Kyei and the Programme 
Officer; Mr. Thomas Narh 
Korley and other staff in 
the various departments 
overwhelmed me. It gave 
me the impression that I was 
in a good place. It actually 
turned out to be a wonderful 
experience.
Interviewer: Tell us about 
your expectations as you 
started the internship.
Fafali: I had expectations of 
acquiring work experience in 
a corporate organization, to 
have a feel of the employer-
employee relationship, learn 
more about the Zoomlion 
Company and also to 
network with people at the 
work place. Fortunately 
for me, none of these 
expectations fell short.
Interviewer: What were 
your main tasks during the 
period of your internship?

Fafali: I had the 
responsibility of compiling 
sponsorship requests, 
sending acknowledgement 
letters to applicants and 
also sending declination 
letters to applicants 
whose requests could not 
be granted. I also typed 
memos, shared related 
posts of the Foundation on 
Facebook, received visitors 
and carried out any other 
duties that were assigned. 
I also sometimes helped 
in organizing programmes 
for Zoomkids Club, which 
is a wonderful project 
being undertaken by the 
Foundation. I had the 
privilege of accompanying 
the Programme Officer, 
Mr. Thomas Korley on 
field monitoring visits 
to 6 Zoomkids schools. 
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Zoomlion 
Foundation 
Donates 
Clothing  					

As part of its special 
giving, Zoomlion 
Foundation set 

up a Cloth Bank to 
collect clothing from 
staff of Jospong Group 
for donation to the 
needy in society. A non-
governmental organisation 
named Widows and 
Orphans Ministry (WOM), 
which is duly registered 
and operates in the 
Volta Region, was the 
beneficiary of clothing 
collected by Zoomlion 
Foundation over a month. 

Executive Director of WOM, Madam Mercy Ayisah in a pose 
with Mr. Kwame Boakye Appiah-Nuamah, Assistant Programme 
Officer during the collection of the pack of clothing

The Executive Director 
of WOM, Madam Mercy 
Ayisah was very happy 
to receive the donation. 
She said the donation will 
go a long way to assist 
widows and orphans in 

the Leklevi – Dugu area in 
the Afadjato district. She 
expressed her gratitude to 
Zoomlion Foundation and 
urged the Foundation to 
donate more clothing for 
the deprived in society.

These visits were really 
insightful as it afforded me 
the opportunity to learn 
first-hand how to conduct 
project monitoring.
Interviewer: Are there any 
lessons/experiences you 
would want to share?
Fafali: My stay as an intern 
with the Foundation has 
helped me improve on 
my writing and computer 
skills. I have also been 
able to enhance my 
interpersonal relationships 
and communication skills.    
Interviewer: What 
recommendations will 

you give to move the 
Foundation to greater 
heights?
Fafali: I would like to 
recommend that Zoomlion 
Foundation establishes 
more Zoomkids Clubs 
in all communities to 
promote environmental 
sanitation management.
Interviewer: Do you have 
anything else you would 
like to share or comment 
on?
Fafali:To quote Marcus 
Tullius Cicero, “he who 
acknowledges a kindness 
has it still and he who 

has a grateful sense of it 
requires it”.  On this note, 
I would like to use this 
opportunity to thank all 
who have made my stay a 
fruitful one and I pray that 
the Almighty God bless 
them all. The last words of 
a writer best stick in the 
minds of the reader. This 
is my small way of saying I 
am very grateful for all the 
knowledge I have acquired 
from Zoomlion Foundation, 
and for the opportunity to 
serve humanity. I am most 
grateful.
Thank you.
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In	May	2016,	Zoomlion	
Foundation	established	
an	award	scheme	dubbed	

Zoomlion	Foundation	Prize	for	
Best	Student	in	Environmental	
Science	in	partnership	with	
University	of	Ghana,	Legon.	The	
Award	is	given	to	students	who	
demonstrate	excellence	in	the	
study	of	Environmental	Science.	

This	year’s	award	ceremony	was	
held	on	Friday,	24th	February	
2017,	at	the	Great	Hall	of	the	
University	of	Ghana,	Legon.			
Mr.	Victor	Dumahasi,	a	graduate	
student	from	the	Institute	for	
Environmental	&	Sanitation	
Studies	picked	up	the	award	
which	included	a	certificate	and	
cash	prize	of	$400	equivalent.	

BEST STUDENT IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE 
RECEIVES 
AWARD FROM 
ZOOMLION 
FOUNDATION

Speaking	after	the	event	Mr.	
Dumahasi	was	full	of	praise	
for	the	Zoomlion	Foundation’s	
activities.	He	said	the	award	will	
go	a	long	way		to	encourage	
students	to	research	on	topics	
such	as	sanitation,	air	quality,	
water	quality,	climate	change,	
and	related	topics.

Zoomkid Receives Educational Support 	 

Ms.	Nafisatu	Bello	a	proud	
member	of	Zoomkids	Club	
was	supported	by	the	

Foundation	in	2016	to	further	her	
education.	Ms.	Bello	who	used	to	
attend	Sowa	Din	Primary	School	
located	at	School	Junction,	
Ashalley	Botwe	obtained	very	
good	grades	in	her	B.E.C.E.	

Due	to	financial	difficulties	her	
parents	were	unable	to	send	
her	to	senior	high	school.	Her	
club	patron,	Ms.	Matilda	Kubi	
knowing	how	academically	good	
the	student	was	approached	the	
Foundation	and	requested	for	
sponsorship	to	the	next	level.

As	part	of	Zoomlion	Foundation’s	
thematic	priority	of	supporting	
brilliant	but	needy	students,	Ms.	
Bello	was	supported	to	further	
her	education.	Nafisatu	is	now	a	
second	year	student	of	Ghanata	
Senior	High	School	and	has	since	
joined	the	Zoom	Ambassadors.	
She	is	very	happy	and	determined	
to	study	to	become	a	prominent	
lawyer	in	future.	Ms.	Bello	
expressed	her	joy	and	indicated	“I	
would	use	this	golden	opportunity	
to	learn	hard.	May	the	Lord	bless	
Zoomlion”.	

In	the	picture	is	Ms.	Nafisatu	Bello	
in	the	middle	receiving	a	cheque	
for	her	school	fees	from	the	
National	Coordinator	of	Zoomlion	
Foundation.	On	the	left	is	her	
school	teacher	and	Club	Patron	of	
Zoomkids	Mrs.	Matilda	Kubi	who	
supported	the	application	process	
of	Nafisatu.

Nafisatu	Bello	in	a	picture	with	her	teacher	(a	
Club	Patron	of	Zoomkids)	and	Mrs.	Sarah	Kyei,	
National	Coordinator	of	Zoomlion	Foundation

Mr.	Thomas	Narh	Korley	(Programme	Officer,	Zoomlion	Foundation)	 	
presenting	the	prize	to	Mr.	Victor	Dumahasi
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ZOOM AMBASSADORS EMBARK ON TREE PLANTING

Humankind	has	made	
friends	with	nature	since	
the	dawn	of	civilization.	

Trees	are	connected	to	the	
very	existence	of	our	lives.	It	is	
often	said	that	“when	the	last	
tree	dies,	the	last	man	dies”.	
Trees	play	an	important	role	
in	our	lives	and	the	economy.	
Unfortunately,	trees	and	
plants	of	all	kinds	and	types	
are	now	being	cut	down	
indiscriminately	with	grave	
consequences.

Ghana	is	a	country	where	
many	regions	including	
Ashanti,	Brong	Ahafo,	Eastern	
and	Western	Regions	are	well	
noted	for	timber	tree	felling	for	
commercial	gains.		The	cutting	
down	of	many	big	trees	have	

destroyed	smaller	ones	and	
this	has	depleted	our	forest.	
Even	though	it	is	mandatory	
by	law	to	plant	trees	when	
cut	many	companies	do	not	
comply	with	this	regulation.

Trees	also	play	an	important	
role	in	climate	change.	Trees	
save	us	from	flooding	and	
protect	our	soil.	Since	our	
agriculture	is	largely	rain	fed,	
any	adverse	effect	on	the	
climate	will	lead	to	poor	crop	
yield.	If	trees	are	not	planted,	
one	day	our	country	will	bear	
the	consequences	which	
will	include	drought,	water	
shortages,	decrease	in	crop	
production	and	many	more.

Zoom	Ambassadors	-	health	
and	sanitation	clubs	based	

in	Senior	High	Schools	-	of	
Frafraha	Community	Day	Senior	
High	school	embarked	on	a	tree	
planting	exercise	in	their	school	
to	beautify	the	compound	and	
also	protect	the	environment.	
Thirty	two	(32)	royal	palm	trees	
were	planted	in	turns	by	92	
club	members.		Personnel	from	
Zoil	Services	Limited,	Mr.	Emil	
Amoah	and	Mr.	Kweku	Boateng,	
who	are	experts	in	afforestation,	
provided	technical	support	for	
the	exercise.

The	Club	members	were	
excited	to	be	part	of	the	
exercise.	The	Club	patron,	Mr.	
Nesta	Japheth	Adongo	of	the	
school	expressed	his	gratitude	
to	Zoomlion	Foundation	for	
supporting	the	exercise.

Zoom	Ambassadors	of	Frafraha	Senior	
High	School	planting	royal	palm	trees	in	
their	school
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 PHOTOS OF ZOOMKIDS CLUB/ ZOOM AMBASSADORS CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Zoom	Ambassadors	of	Ghanata	Senior	High	School	clean’s	Dodowa	market

Zoomlion	Foundation	celebrate	World	Environment	Day	at	
Winneba	with	Stakeholders	at	lorry	part.

Zoomkids	of	Dan	Ibu	International	School	
embark	on	a	clean-up	exercise	at	Wa	

Municipality

The	Managing	Director,	Mrs.	Florence	Larbi	of	Zoomlion	Ghana	Limited,	donates	Ten	(10)		
240	litre	bins	to	SOS	–	Tema	during	their	2017	graduation	ceremony
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Zoomkids	dancing	at	Zoomlion	10th	Anniversary	at	Trade	Fair	grounds,	La

Zoomkids	take	turns	to	practice	the	act	of	proper	handwashing	at	
Global	Handwashing	Day	held	at	Danfa	in	the	Greater	Accra	Region

Zoomkids	embark	on	an	excursion	at	Accra	Compost	and	
Recycling	Plant	(ACARP)

Quiz	Winner,	Mercy	Abena	Arthur	and	Patron	with	other	
Zoomkids	at	the	Kotoka	International	Airport	for	an	excursion.	

Zoom	Ambassador	receive	award	for	taking	part	in	debate	on	
recycling	at	Tema	Secondary	School
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TEMA 
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL WINS 
ZOOM 
AMBASSADORS 
DEBATE

Zoomlion	Foundation	
organized	a	debate	on	the	
topic	“Waste	is	a	resource,	

do	you	agree?”	for	Zoom	
Ambassadors	Club	members	
based	in	Greater	Accra	region.	
The	debate	brought	together	
seven	(7)	Senior	High	Schools	
(SHS),	namely;	Accra	Academy	
with	50	club	members	and	2	
patrons,	Odorgonno	Senior	
High	School	with	51	club	

members	and	2	patrons;	West	
Africa	Senior	High	School	with	
50	club	members	and	2	patrons,	
Ghanata	Senior	High	School	
with	15	club	members	and	2	
patrons,	Frafraha	Senior	High	
School	with	69	club	members	
and	2	patrons,	Nungua	Senior	
High	School	with	41	club	
members	and	2	patrons	and	
Tema	Senior	High	School	
with	60	club	members	and	2	
patrons.	A	total	number	of	350	
club	members	and	patrons		
witnessed	the	occasion.	The	
purpose	of	the	debate	was	to	
encourage	students	to	source	
separate	waste,	especially	
plastic	sachet	bags.

The	atmosphere	was	exciting	
and	highly	charged	when	club	
members	gathered	in	the	Tema	
Senior	High	School	Assembly	
Hall	to	take	part	in	the	heated	
debate.	Three	schools	spoke	
for	the	motion	while	another	

three	spoke	against	the	motion.	
The	debaters	displayed	a	
high	sense	of	knowledge	of	
the	issues	and	backed	their	
arguments	with	evidence.	Some	
of	them	brought	exhibits	of	
waste	materials	that	have	been	
transformed	into	useful	items	to	
back	the	assertion	that	waste	is	
indeed	a	resource.	There	were	
moments	of	excitement,	tension	
and	anxiety	as	participants	
cheered	their	representatives.		

Mr.	Richard	Bekai	of	the	
Research	and	Innovation	
Department	of	Zoomlion	Ghana	
Limited	gave	an	educational	talk	
on	source	separation	in	schools	
whilst	the	panel	of	judges	of	
the	debate	put	together	marks	
scored	by	the	debaters.	He	
spoke	about	the	benefits	of	
waste	segregation	at	source	
and	the	need	to	encourage	
the	practice	in	second	cycle	
institutions.

Miss	Gambo	Salma	Malik	of	Tema	Secondary	School	receiving	the	first	prize	after	the	debate
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In	a	speech	read	on	her	
behalf,	Mrs.	Florence	Larbi,	the	
Managing	Director	of	Zoomlion	
Ghana	Limited,	stated	that	
it	was	important	to	discuss	
recycling	because	it	would	
promote	attitudinal	change	
towards	the	handling	of	waste	in	
schools	and	at	public	places.

At	the	end	of	the	event	the	
Master	of	Ceremony,	Mr.	Ofori	
Nitchreen	of	Zoomlion	Ghana	
announced	that	Tema	Senior	
High	School	had	taken	the	
lead	followed	by	Odorgonno	
Senior	High	School,	with	Accra	
Academy	taking	the	third	

position.	Miss	Gambo	Salma	
Malik	of	Tema	Secondary	School	
received	the	1st	prize	which	
included	two	240	litre	dust	
bins	for	her	school,	5	exercise	
books,	1	dictionary,	a	novel	
and	a	plaque	of	honour.	Miss	
Boadu	Sandra	of	Odorgonno	
Senior	High	School	received	the	
2nd	prize;	5	exercise	books,	1	
dictionary	and	a	novel.	Master	
Adanya	Wise	Smith	received	
the	3rd	prize;	5	exercise	books,	
1	dictionary	and	a	novel.	Master	
Nicholas	Agyare	received	the	
4th	prize;	5	exercise	books,	
1	dictionary	and	a	novel.	The	
other	participants	received	5	

exercise	books	and	a	novel.	
All	the	participants	received	
a	Zoomlion	Ambassador's	
branded	pen.

Zoomlion	Foundation	runs	
school	based	health	and	
educational	clubs	in	basic	and	
senior	high	schools.	At	the	Basic	
school	level	the	Clubs	are	called	
Zoomkids	Club	whilst	the	Senior	
High	school	level	club	is	called	
Zoom	Ambassadors.

The	purpose	of	the	club	is	to	
inculcate	a	culture	of	sound,	
environmental	sanitation	
practices	into	young	children	
and	the	youth.

A	cross	section	of	Zoom	Ambassadors	from	eight	Senior	High	Schools	Participating	in	the	Debate	at	Tema	Secondary	School	
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Zoomkids Clubs - POEMS / RIDDLES	
GOOD HEALTH 
My	name	is	good	health
I	am	friendly,	strong,	bold	and	
caring.
But	people	don’t	want	me	to	
be	their	friend.
I	go	far	away	anytime	l	see	
dirty	environment.
And	because	l	work	with	the	
environment,	they	separate	us.	
If	you	want	me	to	be	your	
friend,
Sweep	your	surroundings.		
Clean	your	drains	and	gutters.
Weed	your	bushy	environment	
When	you	do	that,	then	l	will	
be	your	friend.
When	I	am	with	you,	you	will	
be	happy,	strong	and	live	long.
Always	remember	cleanliness	
is	next	to	godliness.
Written by: Richard Gyampoh
Babayara Community School,
Madina, Accra. 
Zoomkids Club Patron.

WEALTH AND 
HEALTH
The	initial	letters	and	their	
meaning,	makes	them	different.	
But	both	are	important.
Cleanliness	is	next	to	Godliness.
A	clean	environment	brings	
about	good	health,	to	acquire	
wealth.
Wealth	can	be	used	to	pay	for	
health	but	health	can	not	be	
used	to	pay	for	wealth.	
Why	are	we	chasing	wealth	
instead	of	health?	
It	is	good	to	acquire	wealth	but	
not	to	replace	it	with	health.
Keep	your	environment	clean	
to	stay	healthy	to	enjoy	your	
wealth.
Written by: Theresa Ayongo Odei
Zoomkids Club Patron
Oyibi KKD Junior High School
Oyibi, Accra

RIDDLE! RIDDLE! 
I	am	something	that	comes	
unexpectedly	and	cause	
damage	wherever	I	go.	Who	
am	I?
Ans:	Disaster
Written by: Klenam Kpodo
St. Augustus School Complex,
Danfa, Accra.
JHS 1

I GET UP EACH 
MORNING
Searching	through	my	home
Looking	for	dirt	and	crime
To	me	is	yet	unknown
	I	dust	and	polish
Mopping	on	hands	and	knees
Wash	all	my	windows
Until	I	am	thoroughly	pleased
Hubert Aikins,   
Beahu Catholic Basic School
Beahu, Western Region
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FILTH 
Seeping	into	the	pores	of	an	
unstable	community.
Manipulating	the	social	environment	
until	it	strangely	works	in	his	ways.
Once	society	adopts	a	negligent	
spirit	he	is	already	established	
He	settles	not	as	a	King	in	his	full	
regalia
But	as	gradually	as	the	
metamorphosis	of	a	caterpillar	
He	is	a	murderer,	much	too	
compromised	Villain
He	is	malaria’s	forefather,	the	
grandfather	of	cholera	
Typhoid	and	diarrhoea	are	but	his	
grandchildren	
You	could	say	he	is	a	gifted	creator	
He	turns	clear	water	into	dark	water	
Meadows	into	mere	waste	lands			
Ascending	to	his	throne,	he	claims	a	
thousand	lives	
He	is	the	creator,	created	by	his	own	
creation	
Mama	Hen	cried	because	her	sons	
were	snatched	
The	leaves	of	Mahogany	the	
majestic,	were	never	seen	again.
Yes,	it	is	I,	the	conqueror	of	the	world	
He	who	takes	control	from	the	hands	
of	his	creators	
He	who	grows	from	a	trickle	to	a	roar	
Manipulating	complacency,	until	
complacency	causes	your	downfall	
Flawed	by	only	cleanliness,	I	am	filth.	
By: Neequaye Emmanuel
Accra Academy, 
SHS 2

THE ENVIRONMENT
I	am	an	important	personality	in	
people’s	lives,	in	the	society	and	
in	the	world	at	large.
I	make	you	healthy	and	sick	by	
the	way	you	handle	me.
If	you	handle	me	with	care,	I	will	
keep	you	alive	for	a	long	time	
but	if	you	handle	me	carelessly	
I	will	make	you	sick	and	
uncomfortable.	
I	am	the	Environment.	Do	you	
know	my	meaning?
E	–	Earth
N	-	Nutrients
V	-	Ventilation
I	-	Island
R	-	River
O	-	Organisms
N	-	Natural
M	–	Materials	and
E	-	Ecosystem
N	-	Nitrogen
T	–	Trees
So	my	dear	people,	lets’	handle	
me,	the	environment,	with	care,	
so	that	we	will	be	healthy	and	
prosperous!

Alhassan Pelpuo Umu-Salma. 
Zoomkids Club Patron
Dan-Ibu International School
Upper-West Region - Wa

CHOLERA  
My	name	is	cholera
I	am	great	and	strong
l	have	no	respect	for	anybody;	
even	presidents	fear	me.	
I	am	the	only	one	who	sends	
nations	shivering.
People	are	afraid	of	me	simply	
because	I	am	a	bad	disease,	
I	will	never	come	close	to	you	
unless	you	permit	me	to	do	so.		
National	sanitation	day	is	my	
enemy,
Eating	hot	food	is	my	enemy,		
Covering	your	food	when	you	
are	not	ready	to	eat	is	my	
enemy,	
Washing	hands	with	soap	under	
running	water	is	my	enemy.		
Washing	your	hands	after	
visiting	the	toilet	is	my	enemy.
Activities	of	Zoomlion	is	my	
enemy
If	not	I	will	always	be	your	friend	
And	if	I	am	your	friend	either	
you	survive	or	die.		
Keep	your	surroundings	clean	
and	stay	alive.			

Written by: Matilda Bonney
Baba Yara Community School
JHS 1
Madina, Accra
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The	W
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RIDDLE RIDDLE! 
I	am	an	eight	letter	word;	my	first	
four	letters	is	used	to	increase	
vision	and	appearance	and	the	last	
four	letters	is	a	dreaded	animal.	
What	am	I?	(Zoom-lion)
I	am	an	occasion,	people	
reluctantly	observe	me	once	a	
month,	but	I	am	very	important	
and	determine	their	health.	What	
am	I?	(Environmental sanitation).
		I	am	a	word	with	ten	letters,	if	you	
add	”Y”	to	first	five	letters	I	give	
peace	but	when	you	replace	with	
an	“N”	the	last	becomes	people.	
What	am	I?	(Sanitation) (Sanity/
Nation)
 Yunsah Nihad Turosung
Dan-Ibu International School, Wa
Class 6

RIDDLE RIDDLE! 
I	am	a	white	man;	when	I	walk	
on	a	black	man's	land,	I	become	
short.
Who	Am	I?...	(Chalk)

Written by: Precious Dey
Oyibi KKD Junior High School 
Oyibi, Accra   
JHS 2

CLEANLINESS AND HAPPINESS
Cleanliness!	Cleanliness!	
Cleanliness
Cleanliness	gives	you	Happiness!	
Happiness!	Happiness!
For	cleanliness	is	next	to	
Godliness!	Godliness!	Godliness!
Written by: Deborah Tetteh
Nii Sowa Din Memorial School, 
Ashalley Botwe, Accra  
JHS 2    

KEEP THE ENVIRONMENT 
CLEAN
Blessed	are	those	who	keep	
their	environment	clean,	

For	they	shall	enjoy	malaria	free	life.

Cursed	are	those	who	pollute	
their	water	bodies	with	human	
excreta,	

For	they	shall	enjoy	life	full	of	
cholera.
Written by: Grace Akegie
St. Anthony of Pedua School, 
Kwesimintim, Takoradi
JHS2

LIFE
Life	is	good
Life	is	sweet
Life	is	greater	than	everything
Life	is	like	sunshine
Life	is	like	a	river	that	flows	with	
many	branches
Life	is	like	an	egg,	easily	falling	
off	your	hand
If	it	fall	too,	it	is	the	end	of	your	
life
So	please	handle	your	life	well
Because	life	is	good	and	a	gift	
of	God
Written by: Phedelia Kpesese
Oyibi KKD Junior High School 
Oyibi, Accra
JHS 2

RIDDLE RIDDLE! 
I	am	waste	management	tool	
without	me	the	environment	
cannot	be	clean.	Who	am	I?
Ans:	Broom

Written by: Genevieve Gakpo
St. Augustus School Complex, 
Danfa, Accra
JHS 1

RIDDLES/ POEMS
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We	are	excited	to	introduce	
Mr.	Geoffrey	Obimpeh	as	
the	Zoomkids	Personality	

of	the	Year.	He	is	the	Club	Patron	for	
NavWest	Basic	School,	Old	Seko.	
He	led	his	Zoomkids	clubbers	to	
win	the	National	Sanitation	Quiz	in	
2016	and	he	received	a	sponsored	
trip	to	Dubai.	He	is	going	to	tell	us	
his	story…

Question: Tell us about yourself

Mr.	Obimpeh:	My	name	is	Geoffrey	
Selorm	Obimpeh,	a	native	of	
Aveme	Drah	in	the	Volta	Region	
of	Ghana.	I	am	a	teacher	of	Nav-
West	Basic	School	(Old	Seko,	
Western	Region)	and	the	Patron	
of	Zoomkids	Club	in	the	school.	I	
was	a	student	of	Bishop	Herman	
College	2002,	Ada	College	of	
Education	2008,	University	of	
Ghana	Legon	2012,	and	University	
of	Cape	Coast	2016.		I	am	a	father	
of	one,	a	devout	Christian,	and	a	
professional	counsellor.

Question: How did you become 
part of the Zoomkids Club Project?

I	became	part	of	the	Zoomkids	
Club	project	in	2015	when	I	
was	posted	to	Nav-	West	Basic	
School.	I	became	interested	in	
Zoomkids	Club	as	I	felt	it	was	
good	opportunity	to	champion	the	
cause	of	good	sanitation	practices	
through	awareness	creation,	
education	of	the	club	members	to	
be	agents	of	a	cleaner,	healthier,	
and	greener	environment.

I	organized	internal	activities	such	
as	clean	-	up	exercises	in	our	cluster	
of	schools,	fun	games,	and	quizzes	
aside	our	regular	club	meetings.

Question: How have you 
benefitted from being a 
Zoomkids Club Patron?
I	have	derived	a	lot	of	benefits	as	
the	patron	of	the	Zoomkids	Club.	
Firstly,	my	school	was	fortunate	
enough	to	win	the	National	
Environmental	Sanitation	quiz	
organized	by	Zoomlion	Ghana	
Limited.	I	was	fully	sponsored	to	
undertake	an	educational	trip	to	
Dubai,	a	cherished	experience	that	
I	will	never	forget.	The	trip	offered	
me	the	privilege	to	travel	outside	
the	African	continent	for	the	first	
time	in	my	life.	Also,	after	winning	
the	national	quiz	competition,	we	
became	regular	guests	invited	
by	Twin	City	FM	to	educate	and	
create	awareness	on	the	need	for	
good	sanitation	practices.

Further,	after	winning	the	
grand	finale	of	the	prestigious	
environmental	quiz	competition,	I	
was	treated	like	a	celebrity	by	my	
friends,	family	and	loved	ones	as	
the	contest	progressed	from	the	
quarter	final,	semi-final	and	final	
stages	of	the	competition	live	on	
GTV.

Being	a	Club	Patron	is	exciting	and	
rewarding	as	the	pupils	you	teach	
are	able	to	relate	freely	with	you.	
The	level	of	interaction	with	the	
students	gives	me	the	opportunity	
to	continue	to	instil	in	them	virtues	
like	team	work,	respect,	hard	work,	
confidence	and	many	more.

It	has	also	offered	me	the	
opportunity	to	instil	good	
sanitation	practices	in	my	family	
through	source	segregation	of	
solid	waste	into	recyclables	and	
non-recyclable	substances.

Question: How do you plan to 
give back to your school and 
community?
Mr.	Obimpeh:	I	am	creating	
public	awareness	through	
visits	to	schools	in	the	Takoradi	
Metropolis,	churches	and	
Takoradi	market	circle	to	
sensitize	them	on	the	need	to	
imbibe	good	sanitation	habits	
into	our	culture.	Also,	I	am	
advocating	for	the	inclusion	of	
environmental	sanitation	into	the	
school	curriculum	as	a	subject	at	
the	basic	level.		More	so,	I	have	
been	able	to	create	awareness	
at	Parent	Teacher	Association	
meetings	of	a	number	of	
schools	to	keep	our	parents	
abreast	with	the	current	trend	
of	waste	management	so	that	
together	we	can	all	help	keep	our	
environment	clean.

Question: Any last words? Would 
you encourage others to join the 
Zoomkids Club?
Mr.	Obimpeh:	I	am	entreating	
every	school	in	Ghana	to	
form	the	Zoomkids	Club	as	
the	benefits	are	exciting	and	
rewarding.	Also,	every	pupil	
should	join	this	Club	to	serve	as	
a	peer	educator	and	as	we	catch	
them	young	our	attitudes	about	
the	environment	will	change.	

INTERVIEW WITH 
ZOOMKIDS CLUB PATRON 
GEOFFREY OBIMPEH
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ZOOMKIDS CLUB OF RIDGE EXPERIMENTAL 
SCHOOL,  BRONG AHAFO REGION, 
UNDERTAKES CLEAN UP EXERCISE

It	was	all	fun	and	excitement	
as	Zoomkids	Club	members	
of	Ridge	Experimental	

School	undertook	a	clean-
up	exercise	on	their	school	
compound	to	make	it	
beautiful.

As	part	of	the	periodic	
activities	organized	by	
Zoomkids	Club,	45	club	
members	came	together	on	
20th	March	2017.	The	exercise	
began	around	10:00	am	in	
the	morning.	Members	of	
the	club	swept	and	weeded	

the	school	compound,	and	
finally	collected	the	rubbish	
to	the	final	disposal	site.	
They	also	scrubbed	and	
tidied	up	their	washrooms.		
Club	members	who	were	
interviewed	expressed	their	
joy.	One	club	member	said	
that	“sweeping	comes	very	
naturally	to	me	and	as	a	
Zoomkids	Club	member	it	is	
always	fun	for	me	to	engage	
in	Club	exercises.”	Mrs.	Grace	
Adarkwah-Boateng,	the	club	
patron	said	the	rationale	for	

the	exercise	was	to	teach	
the	children	to	know	how	
to	scrub	and	tidy	up	their	
homes.	She	was	elated	after	
the	exercise	and	said	“it	is	
good	to	catch	them	young	as	
the	Zoomkids	slogan	depicts”.	
When	children	are	taught	at	
an	early	stage	to	do	things	on	
their	own	it	becomes	second	
nature	to	them	when	they	
grow.

Some	Zoomkids	Club	members	of	Ridge	
Experimental	School	after	the	clean	up	exercise
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Zoom Ambassadors Clean-up Exercise at Nungua Senior High School 

The	Zoom	Ambassadors	
Club	of	the	Nungua	
Senior	High	School	as	

part	of	their	termly	activities	
organized	a	clean-up	exercise	
on	the	14th	of	June	2017	at	the	
school	premises.	

The	clean-up	exercise	started	
around	10	am	with	about	
70	club	members	and	two	
patrons.	The	clean-up	took	
place	behind	the	boys	and	
girls	dormitory	and	also	at	

the	teachers	bungalow.		Club	
members	worked	with	a	lot	of	
enthusiasm	and	within	a	short	
period	intensive	work	had	been	
done	on	the	school	compound.	
The	members	were	happy	
participating	in	the	exercise.

The	patron,	Mr.	Kirtson-
Acquah	Benjamin	was	very	
impressed	and	said,	“It	is	very	
encouraging	looking	at	the	
zeal	and	the	morale	the	club	
members	put	in	the	exercise”.	

The	headmistress	
congratulated	the	Club	
members	on	a	good	work	done	
and	advised	them	to	continue	
to	take	this	initiative	to	help	
the	school	in	keeping	its	
surroundings	clean.	

The	clean-up	exercise	came	to	
an	end	at	11	am	and	the	Club	
members	departed	to	their	
various	dormitories.
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Zoom	Ambassadors	members	of	Nungua	Senior	High	
School	in	a	pose	after	the	clean-up	exercise	

Students	of	Nungua	Senior	High	School	in	a	clean-up	exercise	
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The	Zoomkids	Club	
of	M-Salem	School	
Complex	at	Oyibi	near	

Dodowa,	embarked	on	an	
educational	trip	to	the	Accra	
Compost	and	Recycling	
Plant	(ACARP)	to	familiarize	
themselves	with	industrial	
processes	in	waste	recovery	
and	composting.	

The	eighty	(80)	school	
children	and	their	three	(3)	
teachers	who	undertook	
the	trip	were	taken	through	
waste	collection	processes,	
how	to	separate	various	
components	of	solid	waste,	
and	how	to	recycle	it	into	
useful	products.	

Whilst	on	the	tour	through	
the	factory	of	ACARP,	
the	clubbers	witnessed	
a	demonstration	of	how	
waste	is	segregated,	
composted	and	bagged	
into	final	useful	products.	
The	factory	tour	guide	
explained	the	processes	of	
waste	segregation.	He	said	

The site Engineer of ACARP pointing out the various  
departments to the Zoomkids Clubbers

ZOOMKIDS TOUR ACCRA COMPOST AND 
RECYCLING PLANT (ACARP)

                ZOOMLION FOUNDATION  38       



       39  ZOOMLION FOUNDATION                        

that	when	waste	is	received	
in	the	facility,	it	is	first	
weighed	on	a	weighbridge.	
This	helps	to	calculate	the	
quantity	of	waste	generated	
on	a	daily	basis	in	the	city.	
Thereafter,	the	waste	truck	
off-loads	its	contents	into	a	
waste	recovery	chamber.		A	
series	of	sorting	and	sieving	
processes	is	done	to	turn	the	
waste	into	organic	compost.	
The	compost	is	bagged	and	
sent	to	the	factory	for	sale.
After	the	field	tour,	the	
kids	were	taken	to	the	
international	conference	
room	of	ACARP.	Here,	with	
video	and	Power	point	
presentations,	the	Clubbers	
received	tutorials	on	how	
waste	can	be	handled	at	the	
point	of	generation.	

They	were	introduced	to	
source	separation	of	waste	
and	small	scale	composting	
in	homes	and	schools.
The	Zoomkids	Clubbers	were	
fascinated	by	the	processes	
associated	with	waste	
segregation	at	the	factory.	
They	could	not	hide	their	
excitement	as	they	asked	
various	questions,	which	
were	gladly	answered	by	
the	Waste	Engineers	of	the	
factory.	One	of	the	Clubbers	
remarked,	“I	now	understand	
how	recycling	works,	I	can	
now	separate	my	waste	
at	home	and	at	school”.	
Another	club	member	said:	
“I	have	been	taught	a	lot	on	
solid	waste	management	
today,	and	I	am	happy	to	be	
here”.

ACARP	is	a	sister	company	
of	Zoomlion	Ghana	Limited.	
The	company	produces	
organic	compost	fertilizer	
from	solid	waste.	They	
also	organize	awareness	
programs	on	the	various	
benefits	of	solid	waste	
recycling.
Zoomlion	Foundation	is	
making	efforts	to	introduce	
young	children	to	waste	
separation	at	source	
through	the	Zoomkids	Club	
project.	It	is	our	hope	that	
many	children	will	come	to	
appreciate	the	usefulness	
of	waste	and	learn	to	
practice	source	separation	
at	home,	school	and	in	their	
communities.
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Zoomkids embark on an excursion at Accra 
Compost and Recycling Plant (ACARP)
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ZOOMLION FOUNDATION MARKS 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 

Various	stakeholders	
on	Monday	5th	June	
2017,	observed	this	

year’s	World	Environment	
Day	at	Winneba	in	the	Effutu	
Municipal	Assembly	of	the	
Central	Region,	under	the	
theme	‘Connecting	People	to	
Nature.’

The	gathering	was	made	
up	of	250	participants,	
including	students,	teachers,	
government	officials,	opinion	
leaders	and	managers	of	non-
governmental	organizations.

Addressing	the	gathering,	a	
representative	of	the	Municipal	
Chief	Executive,	Mrs.	Adwoa	
Amofa,	 urged	the	students	
to	practice	good	sanitary	

habits	always. In	addition,	
he	encouraged	them	to	be	
vigilant	and	to	sensitize	
their	peers	and	parents	who	
disregard	sanitation	messages.	
He	also	advised	the	students	
to	properly	dispose	their	waste	
at	their	school,	homes	and	
public	places.

Mr.	Wonderful	Baisie	Ghartey,	
Director	of	Shape	Attitude	
Ghana,	emphasized	that	
environmental	awareness	
education	must	be	created	
among	students	from	the	basic	
school	level. For	this	reason,	
his	organization	is	partnering	
the	Zoomlion	Foundation	to	
establish	sanitation	clubs	in	
schools	of	the	Efutu	district.	

The	clubs	are	called	Zoomkids	
Club.	Club	members	will	
be	trained	to	become	peer	
educators	on	sanitation.

Mrs.	Sarah	Kyei,	The	National	
Coordinator	for	Zoomlion	
Foundation,	added	that	
sanitation	clubs	are	necessary	
to	drive	home	the	message	
of	clean	environment	into	
students.	Therefore,	15	schools	
have	been	nominated	to	
benefit	from	the	Zoomkids	
Club	project.	She	used	the	
opportunity	to	inaugurate	
the	15	clubs	on	the	day.	The	
Zoomlion	Foundation	donated	
a	dustbin	to	each	of	the	15	
schools.
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The	Former	Vice	Chancellor	
of	University	of	Education	–	
Winneba,	Head	of	Council	of	
churches,	Director	of	Institute	
for	Educational	Research	and	
Innovation	Studies	and	the	
Head	of	Centre	for	School	
and	Community	Science	and	
Technology	Studies,	Chairman	
of	A&C	Development	Company	
and	Ghana	Association	of	
Former	International	Civil	

Servants	(GAFICS),	were	
the	special	guests	at	the	
programme.

The	Zoomkids	Club	
programme	is	the	flagship	
project	of	the	Zoomlion	
Foundation.	It	is	made	up	over	
400	Clubs	and	with	presence	
in	all	the	ten	regions	of	Ghana.	
Club	members	broaden	their	
knowledge	in	environmental	
sanitation	issues. They	serve	

as	ambassadors	for	sanitation	
improvement	through	peer	
education.	They	also	interact	
with	other	students	through	
a	network	of	over	400	
schools. Beneficiary	schools	
occasionally	receive	sanitation	
improvement	logistics	from	
the	Zoomlion	Foundation.	The	
logistics	are	used	for	clean-up	
activities	to	maintain	a	clean	
school	environment.

       41  ZOOMLION FOUNDATION                        

Mrs.	Sarah	Kyei	(National	
Coordinator	of	Zoomlion	
Foundation)	introduce	partners	
of	Zoomlion	Foundation.

Zoomkids	display	placards	to	sensitize	citizens	on	sanitation
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In this edition of Zoomlion 
Foundation News, we 
feature Typhoid Fever, 
a sanitation-related 
disease prevalent in 
many communities in the 
country.

Introduction
Diseases do not arise in 
a vacuum; they result 
from the interaction of 
the human hosts, the 
pathogenic agents (or 
other type of agents), 
and the environment that 
promotes human exposure 
to the agents. For the 
interaction to take place, 
the human host must be 
vulnerable.

The environment greatly 
influences human health. 
Normally, human beings 
can react physically, 
socially and mentally 
to changes in the 
environment, in order to 
adapt to the prevailing 
conditions and avoid 
damages. But, there are 
also many environmental 
influences which can 
overcome human 
adaptation and defense 
capacity to cause diseases.

Many of the diseases that 
afflict most communities 
in Ghana arise as a result 

TYPHOID 
By Robert 
Kwaku Adjei

of inadequate supply 
of wholesome water, 
contamination of water, 
poor environmental 
sanitation practices, 
food contamination, and 
unhygienic practices.

Every year some 3.4 
million people worldwide, 
mostly children, die from 
diseases associated with 
inadequate water supply, 
sanitation, and hygiene. 
Over half of the hospital 
beds in the world are filled 
with people suffering from 
diseases associated with 
water and sanitation.

Most human wastes (liquid 
wastes) are disposed 
of with very little or 
no treatment, thereby 
polluting the environment 
with organisms that 
are highly dangerous 
to human health. Also, 
many households do 
not have toilet facilities 
and so resort to open 
defaecation practices to 
ease themselves. Food-
borne diseases are spread 
by eating foods that 
have been contaminated 
by faecal pathogens or 
their toxins. One of such 
sanitation-attributable 
diseases is Typhoid.

Causes of Typhoid

Typhoid is caused 
by a bacterium 
called Salmonella 
typhi. Salmonella are 
microscopic germs that 
cannot be seen with 
unaided eyes. Typhoid 
is usually associated 

with human faeces. Due 
to a rise in temperature 
associated with typhoid, 
the disease is sometimes 
referred to as typhoid 
fever.

Transmission and spread
One can contract the 
disease when one 
consumes food that has 
been contaminated with 
the Salmonella bacteria, 
or when one drinks 
water that has been 
contaminated with the 
germs. This literally means 
you only acquire typhoid 
when you eat the faeces of 
an infected person!

Typhoid germs can spread 
by houseflies, cockroaches, 
rodents, beddings of 
infected persons, our own 
contaminated fingers, 
and other environmental 
objects.  

Signs and symptoms
The signs and symptoms 
of typhoid fever develop 
gradually, often appearing 
one to three weeks after 
consuming contaminated 
food or drinking 
contaminated water. The 
disease is characterised 
by the sudden onset of 
sustained fever, a rise in 
the body temperature 
often to as high as 40°C, 
severe headache, nausea, 
and constipation in the 
early stages. These are 
usually accompanied by 
diarrhoea.
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The temperature goes up 
a little more each passing 
day until it reaches 40°C 
or more. If left untreated, 
typhoid fever can cause 
complications which 
may include intestinal 
perforations and internal 
breeding (haemorrhages). 
There may be psychosis 
and confusion in about 10 
percent of adult patients.

Other signs include 
headache, general 
weakness and fatigue, 
sore throat and abdominal 
pains. Children are more 
likely to experience 
diarrhoea, whereas adults 
may become severely 
constipated. At this stage 
if appropriate treatment is 
not received for typhoid 
fever, the patient may 
enter a second stage 
and become very ill, and 
may develop extremely 
distended abdomen and 
considerable weight loss. 
The patient may also 
become delirious, and life-
threatening complications 
can develop at this time.

Prevention 

Fortunately, typhoid is one 
of the diseases that can be 
prevented and controlled. 
It is cheaper, easier and 
convenient to prevent 
typhoid that to cure it. All 
individuals need to adopt 
appropriate measures to 
protect themselves from 
the disease.

• Protect your ready-
to-eat food from all 
sources of contamination, 

e.g. houseflies, 
cockroaches, rodents, 
dusts, contaminated hands 
and other environmental 
objects

• Eat your food hot; heat 
cold food and eat it 
whilst it is still hot as 
the germs cannot thrive 
in hot foods

• Wash all vegetables 
(e.g. lettuce, cabbage, 
etc.) thoroughly before 
you eat them raw

• Protect surface 
water sources from 
contamination. Boil 
or filter water from 
surface sources and 
unprotected wells 
before using it for 
any culinary activity. 
Prevent domestic 
animals from entering 
drinking water sources

• Keep all domestic 
water receptacles 
clean and cover them 
adequately to prevent 
contamination

• Wash your hands 
with clean water and 
soap immediately 
before eating, before 
preparing food and 
after visiting the toilet 
(see under human 
practices below)

• Avoid open defaecation 
as the faeces may 
contain typhoid germs 
and other germs and 
can spread; use only 
toilet facilities as much 
as practicable

• Store all your domestic 
wastes in containers 
having fitting covers; 
the wastes should be 
disposed of in a manner 
prescribed by the local 
authorities

• Cover domestic toilet 
facility and prevent 
insects and rodents 
from getting access

• Observe good 
housekeeping practices 
at all times, especially 
in food preparation 
areas

• Report all suspected 
cases of typhoid fever 
at the nearest health 
facility for diagnosis 
and proper treatment; 
only trained personnel 
can treat typhoid.

Human practices
Human practices 
contribute greatly to the 
transmission and spread of 
typhoid and other faecal-
borne diseases. Germs can 
contaminate our hands 
when we use public or 
domestic toilet. These 
germs can transfer onto 
any environmental object 
that we touch – door 
handles, keys, toys, cups, 
water, food and foodstuffs, 
books, erasers, pencils/
pens, personal clothing, 
office equipment, working 
tools, water taps, etc. 

Other people’s hands can 
also transfer these germs 
during handshakes. From 
these, the typhoid germs 
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The	environment	is	so	
critical	to	the	very	
existence	of	our	lives	yet	

it	is	always	under	constant	
threat.	We	all	know	that	
we	ought	to	do	our	best	to	
save	our	environment	from	
destruction	but	sometimes	
unconsciously	we	miss	the	
mark.	By	changing	a	few	
small	habits	we	can	a	make	
a	difference	and	change	our	
world.

Indeed	there	are	scary	times	
ahead	of	us	if	we	do	not	
make	conscious	effort	to	

protect	our	environment.	
Public	sensitisation	and	
education	on	the	need	
to	change	our	behaviour	
towards	protection	of	
the	environment	must	
be	intensified.	As	more	
and	more	people	become	
conscious	and	aware	about	
environmental	issues	
hopefully	things	can	change	
for	the	better.	This	write	up	is	
meant	to	set	us	into	thinking	
and	make	the	right	choices	to	
save	our	environment	for	the	
future	generation.

Here	are	7	ways	you	can	act	
to	save	the	environment.

Plant	trees

Did	you	know	that	trees	are	
amongst	the	most	incredible	
organisms	on	the	planet?	
More	than	25%	of	the	
medicines	we	use	originate	
in	rainforest	plants.	Trees	
provide	us	with	valuable	
things	including	food,	
vitamins,	and	medicines	to	
promote	good	health.	Trees	
provide	us	with	wood	which	
we	use	as	furniture	for	our	

7 Things You Should Know About it

may enter the mouth to 
initiate the disease.

To avoid contracting 
typhoid, we need to wash 
our hands immediately 
before eating, before 
preparing foods, and after 
visiting toilet facilities. 

Also, we need to wash our 
hands immediately:

• After cleaning infants 
and after handling 
diapers

• After handling sick 
persons or dead bodies 
and their beddings

• After handling or 
touching domestic 
animals and pets

• After handling 
domestic waste 
materials

• After being interrupted 
during food preparation

All the above measures 
outlined for the prevention 
of typhoid can also 
prevent other faecal-
borne diseases such as 
cholera, the dysenteries, 
poliomyelitis, E-coli 
infection, infectious 

hepatitis (hepatitis A), 
etc. and intestinal worm 
infestations particularly 
those whose transmission 
routes are facilitated by 
promiscuous defaecation 
habits.

Stay healthy.

The writer is the Writers 
Bureau Manager
for Zoomlion Ghana 
Limited.
Writer’s email: rkadjei@
zoomlionghana.com
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homes,	schools,	houses,	
offices	etc.	thus	adding	
beauty	to	our	dwelling	places.	
Trees	play	a	greater	role	in	
climate	change.	Trees	saves	
us	from	flooding	and	protect	
our	soil.	If	trees	are	not	
planted,	one	day	our	country	
will	bear	the	consequences	
which	will	include	drought,	
water	shortages,	decrease	in	
crop	production	and	many	
more.	

What	will	you	do	about	tree	
planting?		You	can	plant	
trees	in	your	home,	school,	
church,	mosque	or	in	your	
community.	You	can	also	
spread	the	word	around	and	
look	for	opportunities	to	
contribute	to	tree	planting	
exercise.

Recycle	

Did	you	know	that recycling	
one	tonne	of	office	paper	
saves	17	trees,	7,000	gallons	
of	water,	463	gallons	
of	oil,	3	cubic	yards	of	
landfill	space,	and	enough	
energy	to	heat	an	average	
home	for	six	months?	On	
average,	Ghanaians	drink	1-2	
sachets	of	water	every	day.	
Additionally	there	are	lot	
of	items	such	as	fruit	juices,	
ice	creams,	bottled	water	
that	are	sold	in	plastics.	In	
Ghana	it	is	estimated	that	
waste	produced	from	plastics	
alone	is	over	250	tonnes	
which	end	up	in	landfill	
sites.	Unfortunately	plastics	
do	not	easily	decompose.	
However	waste	plastic	can	
still	be	useful	long	after	it	has	

outlived	its	original	purpose.	

What	will	you	do	about	
recycling?	Fortunately	
recycling	of	waste	is	
gradually	gaining	grounds	
in	Ghana.		Some	companies	
are	providing	local	solutions	
to	recycling	problems.	Start	
recycling	at	home.	Collect	
plastic	sachets	and	plastic	
bottles	and	deposit	them	at	
the	nearest	buy	back	centres	
or	send	them	to	a	recycling	
company.		

3.	Cut	down	on	waste	when	
you	go	for	shopping

Did	you	know	that	in	
Ghana	plastic	bags	used	
for	shopping	account	for	
50%	of	waste	generated?	
“Annually	approximately	500	
billion	plastic	bags	are	used	
worldwide.	More	than	one	
million	bags	are	used	every	
minute.”	(ecowatch.com)

It	is	estimated	that	every	
shopper	in	Ghana	takes	home	
an	average	of	3	plastic	bags	
either	from	the	local	market,	
super	market	or	shopping	
mall.

What	will	you	do	about	the	
situation?	You	can	take	a	
basket	for	shopping	in	the	
market	as	was	the	practice	
some	years	ago.	You	can	
reuse	your	plastic	bag	each	
time	you	are	going	for	
shopping.	Use	your	own	bowl	
to	buy	porridge,	use	your	
own	water	bottle	to	fetch	
water	from	a	water	dispenser	
at	the	office.	Take	one	napkin	
for	a	meal	instead	of	stack	of	

napkin	and	refuse	a	straw.		

4.	Reuse	and	fix	things	before	
buying	a	new	replacement	

Did	you	know	that	reuse	
is	the	best	green	policy?		
Reduce,	reuse	and	recycle	
(the	three	R’s)	–	all	help	to	
cut	down	on	the	amount	of	
waste	we	throw	away.	They	
conserve	natural	resources,	
landfill	space	and	energy.	
The	three	R's	save	land	and	
money	communities	must	
use	to	dispose	of	waste	in	
landfills.

What	will	do	now	that	you	
know?	Instead	of	throwing	
away	clothing	with	a	little	
tear,	patch	the	holes	from	
now	on.		Repair	or	refurbish	
electrical	equipment	such	
as	laptops,	mobile	phones,	
television	set	etc.	instead	of	
throwing	them	away.	

 5.		Don’t	burn	household	
waste

Did	you	know	that	burning	
household	waste	releases	
mold,	spores,	organic	toxics,	
and	other	contaminants	that	
can	aggravate	allergies	and	
cause	respiratory	problems?	
It	is	common	place	in	
Ghana	to	see	many	people	
burning	lorry	tyres	and	other	
household	waste.

What	steps	can	you	take?	
Educate	people	in	your	
community	to	desist	from	
burning	household	waste.	
Send	your	household	waste	
for	collection	to	the	landfill	
site.
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6.	Conserve	water

Did	you	know	that	less	
than	1%	of	the	water	supply	
on	earth	can	be	used	as	
drinking	water?		A	person	
can	live	about	a	month	
without	food,	but	only	
about	a	week	without	
water.		Meanwhile	a	bulk	of	
Ghana’s	population	has	no	
access	to	treated	pipe-borne	
water?	According	to	a	joint	
monitoring	programme	for	
water	supply	and	sanitation	
of	United	Nations	Children's	
Fund	(UNICEF)	and	World	
Health	Organisation	(WHO),	
total	household	connections	
stands	at	19%	and	only	one	
quarter	of	the	residents	in	
Accra	receive	a	continuous	
water	supply.

What	can	you	do	to	conserve	
water?	Don’t	let	the	water	
run	while	you	shave	or	brush	
your	teeth.	Turn	it	on	only	

when	you	need	it.	Every	
minute	the	tap	runs,	five	
gallons	of	water	go	down	the	
drain.	Take	a	shorter	bath	if	
possible.		Wash	your	dishes	
together	instead	of	washing	
them	in	pieces.	You	will	lower	
your	utility	bills	and	reduce	
pressure	on	utility	plants.	
Water	your	garden	early	
morning,	it	will	soak	in	and	
not	evaporate	in	the	heat	of	
the	day.

7.	Protect	the	land	from	illegal	
mining

Did	you	know	that	illegal	
mining	in	Ghana	causes	
release	of	toxic	chemicals	
such	as	mercury	that	
have	long	term	health	
implications	on	communities	
for	generations?		The	use	of	
these	heavy	metals	to	pollute	
surface	and	underground	
water	has	severe	health	
implications	that	would	not	

manifest	immediately	but	
in	the	near	future.	Mercury	
dispensed	through	the	
activities	of	illegal	miners	in	
the	form	of	mercury	vapour	
and	the	pollution	of	surface	
and	underground	water	
are	highly	toxic	to	humans.	
According	to	the	Ghana	
Health	Service,	mercury,	
which	is	a	heavy	metal	and	
one	of	the	chemicals	used	
by	illegal	miners	in	their	
activities,	has	a	dire	effect	on	
the	health	of	humans,	as	it	
could	cause	the	breakdown	
of	the	central	nervous	system.

What	can	I	do	about	illegal	
mining	in	Ghana?	Join	the	
fight	against	illegal	mining	on	
social	media	platforms,	radio	
and	television.	Report	any	
suspicious	activities	going	on	
in	your	area	to	the	police. 
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Zoomkids Embark on 
Awareness Creation March 

Zoomkids,	a	sanitation	Club	
in	some	basic	schools	
across	the	country,	used	

the	60th	Independence	Day	
parade	to	encourage	Ghanaians	
to	take	sanitation	seriously.

In	March	2017,	Zoomkids	
participated	in	the	
Independence	Day	parades	in	

the	Greater	Accra,	Northern,	
Eastern	and	Upper	East	regions.

In	the	Greater	Accra	Region,	
members	of	the	club	took	part	
in	the	march	past	at	the	Ga	East	
Municipality	at	Abokobi.

The	children	raised	placards	with	
various	inscriptions	to	convey	
messages	on	sanitation.

Some	of	the	placards	read,	
“Cleanliness	is	next	to	
Godliness”,	“Let’s	prevent	
malaria”,	“Don’t	litter	your	
environment”	and	“Recycle	
your	waste.”

Significantly,	the	environment	
occupied	space	in	President	
Nana	Addo	Dankwa	Akufo-
Addo’s	Independence	speech.

About the Club:
The	activities	of	the	Club	are	
geared	towards	sanitation	
improvement	in	schools	and	
communities.

Prior	to	the	‘Ghana	60	years	
on’	celebration,	Zoomkids	
participated	in	quizzes,	
community	sensitisation	
floats,	clean-up	activities	
and	hand-washing	education	
programmes,	all	aimed	at	
creating	a	sense	of	urgency	in	
the	populace	to	turn	around	
the	sanitation	situation	in	the	
country.
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Zoomkids	Club	members	of	Kwabenya	M.	A.		
Cluster	of	School	march	to	create	awareness	on	
Environment	Sanitation.
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1. Plastics
2. Renewable
3. Disposal
4. Pellets
5. Cans
6. Food waste
7. Education
8. Paper
9. Non-renewable

10. Washing
11. Resource
12. Water
13. Zoomkids Club
14. Waste
15. Transportation
16. Zoomlion Foundation
17. Recycling
18. Collection

19. Zoom Ambassadors
20. Reuse
21. Metals
22. Organics
23. Dustbin
24. Separation
25. Reduce
26. Storage
27. Melting
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Millennium Fire and 
Allied Perils Insurance

www.millenniuminsurancegh.com

there is a natural catastrophe,  and 
your hard earned property gets damaged.

FAST
CLAIMS

PAYMENT

For any enquiries, text MIC followed by your enquiries to short code 1406

DVLA, Tema 
Spintex
Madina
Haatso
Ashaiman

DVLA, Cape Coast
Koforidua
Asamankese
Tarkwa
Dansoman

First Floor, Meridian Plaza, Room 106, 
Comm.1, Tema. 
Tel: +233 303 204904


